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Superstition is a credulous and essentially irrational 
belief or notion. The word is often used pejoratively to 
refer to folk beliefs. It’s commonly applied to beliefs 
and practices surrounding luck, prophecy and spiritual 
beings; particularly that personal well being, security 
& future events can be foretold by specific or unrelated 
phenomena, such as certain objects, acts, spoken 
phrases or a natural occurrence. Therefore I prefer 
to accumulate as much of this intangible resource 
as I can, to increase whatever hope these objects as 
symbols may provide for my future security...

Nick Wirdnam, 2012

page 1 image: Bowl of Plenty, 2012, blown & sculpted glass, 240 h x 530 w x 530mm d
above: ....wish, wish, wish, wish, wish (detail), 2012, hot sculpted glass, 65 x 800 w x 170mm d

What shapes our systems of belief; how do we believe? 
Often drawing on cultural beliefs, personal circumstance 
or experience we develop systems which offer comfort 
and security. We invest value in symbols and objects 
which protect us from misfortune and provide hope 
and promise. This exhibition uses familiar objects with 
an historical association of good fortune, hope and 
consolation. 



....for health, youth and chance, 2012, blown & sculpted glass, 190 h x 600 w x 180cm d
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Sabbia Gallery is pleased to present this significant solo exhibition by 
glass artist Nick Wirdnam. Nick is known for his amazingly detailed hot 
sculpted and realistic forms, which are then assembled into a narrative. 
They trace ancient stories, superstitions, symbols and each installation 
will capture your imagination.

Nick Wirdnam is widely respected and has been producing works in 
glass for over 35 years. He was born in Portsmouth, UK and immigrated 
to Australia in 1983, after many successful years as a studio glass artist 
on the Isle of Wight. Nick soon took up a position in teaching at Monash 
University where he was instrumental in establishing opportunities 
for the next generation of glass artists. After teaching for almost 20 
years, he left in 2007 and has since concentrated on his own exhibition 
work. He has been featured in several significant glass prizes as well as 
numerous public and private collections.



Please join the Directors Anna Grigson and Maria Grimaldi at 
the opening and preview of two greatly anticipated exhibitions, 

Belief, by Nick Wirdnam and simulacra, by Jason Sims on

Wednesday 16th May 2012, 6.00 to 8.00pm

We are pleased to have Andrew Lavery, Head of 
Department of Contemporary Art, Sydney College of 

the Arts, University of Sydney, and practising artist, 
to launch the exhibition at 7.00pm

Please RSVP for opening launch by Tuesday 15th May to Sarah 
Grimaldi on 02 9361 6448 or sarah@sabbiagallery.com

The exhibitions run from 16 May to 9 June 2012
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